
Dear brother in Christ,
as a parish priest myself, I am aware that 
many parishes in Scotland are suffering 
financially because of the Covid 19 pandemic. 
Many of our parishioners are enduring 
isolation and insecurity. Sadly some have lost 
relatives and friends to the virus and you 
know as well as anyone how much sadder 
funerals have been over the past few months.
The same situation is being experienced by priests and parishes throughout the 
world especially in countries in Africa, Asia, Oceania and South America.
Peru is one example where the pandemic is having a devastating impact on the 
already impoverished population. In many parts of Peru it is the Church which is 
closest to the people in providing care, comfort and hope. The Prelature of 
Sicuani in Peru is one of the places Missio Scotland is asking for help this year.
Pope Francis has called on the universal Church to show solidarity among its 
members during the current Coronavirus situation, that we do not forget that an 
essential part of our witness to the world is how we look after one another 
especially where some of our Catholic brothers and sisters are in more desperate 
need than ourselves. I appeal to you to help. 

While some dioceses are having 2nd collections and others are not, we would ask 
you to encourage parishioners to donate either by phone, text or online using the 
links on the last page of this leaflet. Someone will be available in our office to 
take donations or answer enquiries during weekdays. 

Please find enclosed two small posters, prayers of the faithful and a letter from 
myself which can be read out. Also enclosed is a remittance slip and a Freepost 
envelope which can be used if you are having a collection. 

Yours sincerely in Christ,

Fr. Vincent Lockhart
National Director - Missio Scotland (The Pontifical Mission Societies)

Mission Sunday 2020
Sunday, 18th October

Donate online at 
www.miss ioscot land.com

or call 01236 449774



Bishop Pedro Bustamante
As a 14 year old boy in a poor 
village high up in the Andes 
mountains, Pedro Bustamante saw 
the arrival of Fr. Pat Hennessy, the 
first priest to come there for many 
years. 

A parish was established and later 
Pedro entered the seminary and 
was ordained a priest in 1992. 
He was consecrated as a bishop 
and installed as Prelate of Sicuani 
in August 2013.

Peru

Lima

Sicuani

Prelature of Sicuani
Area: 6,483 Square Miles
Catholic Population: 270,838
Parishes: 25
Number of Priests: 26

7,000 people
11,500 ft above sea level

The parish priest is Fr. Urbano Quispe 
Quispe who resides some miles away 
in San Juan Bautista Parish, Quiñota. 

With the building of a parish house at 
Llusco, a priest can be resident full 
time. 

The parish house will also become the focus of 
many parish activities and bring the community 
together.

Building a Parish House/Centre
and

Feeding Programme 
for disabled Children

Parish of San Sebastián, Llusco

Feeding disabled children
The communties of the high Andes are among the 
poorest of the world. Missio Scotland also wishes to 
fund a feeding programme for disabled children run 
by the Sicuani Prelature.



Fr Pat Hennessy 
is well known and much loved by 
the Scottish parishes in which he 
has served—most notably St 
Columbkille’s in Rutherglen where 
he has just retired and continues to 
live. He is also held in similarly 
high regard some 6000 miles away 
in South America.

After nearly two decades of service in Motherwell Diocese he was accepted to go 
on mission by the Missionary Society of St James and was sent to Peru to live, 
work and serve in a mountain parish north of Lima for 11 years.

“The organisation I was with only dealt with the poorest parishes or places that 
couldn’t sustain a priest, or pay him anything or feed him,” he said. “I was up in 
the mountains with the poorest of people and some of them in the villages hadn’t 
seen a priest since the 1950s. When I was there, the niño phenomenon blew away 
all the bridges and all the roads and people had absolutely nothing. I just felt that 
that was a great place to be. I used to set out my little bag and all I’d have was the 
good book, the implements to celebrate Mass and that was it. I was totally 
dependent on the people and they looked after me.”

It cannot be overstated just how important the presence of a priest is in the 
missionary country or territory in which he serves, so when Fr Pat was informed 
that one of the two projects supported by Missio Scotland in Peru would involve 
the construction of a parish house in San Sebastian de Llusco in the Sicuani 
Prelature, he was delighted and also explained his connection with Bishop Pedro 
Bustamante, the man charged with overseeing both projects.

“Two years ago I met Bishop Pedro Bustamante,” Fr Pat recalled. “He said 
‘Patricio’ and I said ‘yes?’ He said ‘you visited our village when I was 14 years of 
age and you stayed for a couple of days and I’ve never forgotten you!’’

“A parish house is important because of presence,” he said. “The reason why 
people built a house for me was because then they knew that I would stay with 
them. The fact that the priest has a residence will allow him to live among the 
people and that makes them feel so good it would break your heart. People might 
ask why you would build a house, but it’s a really good thing, it won’t just be a 
house for the priest, it will become bigger and it will probably have facilities like 
a hall and a pharmacy and so on and being able to share life with the people is a 
great thing.”



Fr Pat was similarly enthusiastic about Missio Scotland’s second project—a 
feeding programme for disabled children, also in the Sicuani Prelature—and 
spoke of the need for those of us who are part of the universal Church to continue 
to support the world’s poorest peoples, especially at this time.

“Comedores are a big thing in Peru,” he said “They’re big kitchens and what the 
priest usually does is buy flour, cooking oil, soya and a stove and basic 
instruments and you’d hand it to the people and say look this is a kitchen and you 
can now set up a comedor and people will eat much better. That makes 
community and people’s conditions improve too.”

“With the Covid-19 and the whole situation, unfortunately you have people 
saying we have to look after ourselves now, cut aid to everything. Governments 
have also spoken about cutting aid and that we can’t get too involved now, we 
have to recover first, but we give out of need,” he said. “If you go back in history, 
this church (in Scotland) was built in the hungry 30s when people had nothing but 
they gave to God. As long as you do it to the least of my brothers you do it to me. 
So would you forget the Lord in his poverty? 

“God loves everyone, but He loves poor people and children especially. That’s the 
Gospel. If you begin to think small then you’ll start to forget about the poor, the 
disabled and those in need. So you have to have a big heart—to be a missionary 
you have to have a big heart. That’s the message that Missio Scotland is trying to 
convey, that we really can’t forget about the poor people on the planet. 

“And we might ask, what is the Church? Well the Church is the heart of God and 
the Church is meant to portray God to the world—a God who loves everyone. The 
Church is just one big family and what happens in a good family? Everyone is 
loved, but if anyone is struggling or sick, then the mother and father have a 
special love for them until they get up and walk with the rest. So we have to help 
people to get up and walk with the rest of us and participate, I think that’s it. You 
might also ask why am I giving £20 to Missio Scotland? The answer is because 
you’re giving it to God and good people will use it in God’s name to help people. 
That’s what God wants. That’s what His Church wants.”

To donate to Missio Scotland
www.missioscotland.com/donate 

or call us on: 01236 449774 
or send donations to: Missio Scotland, 4 Laird Street, Coatbridge ML5 3LJ

or Text Missioscot to 70085

BACS transfer:   Missio Scotland    Sort Code 83-17-13      Account  14036020 


